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Fast Facts

Operation Eyesight Universal’s connection to Rotary: 62 + years

As a Calgary-based international development organization that has received
support from Rotary for more than 60 years, Operation Eyesight is delighted that the
Rotary International Convention is in Calgary this June 21-25, 2025 at the BMO Centre.

Operation Eyesight and Rotary causes align

Rotary members believe in a shared responsibility to take action on our world’s most
persistent issues. More than 45,000 clubs work to promote peace, fight disease, provide
clean water, sanitation and hygiene, save mothers and children, support education,
grow local economies and protect the environment. For more than six decades, Rotary
Clubs from around the world have supported Operation Eyesight’s mission - to prevent
blindness and restore sight — and to go beyond the restoration of eyesight to address its
root causes and interconnected development issues. This alignment has led to:

e In 1963, Operation Eyesight Universal was founded by Art Jenkyns, member of
the Rotary Club of Calgary West. Art was a Calgary businessman inspired by Dr.
Ben Gullison, a Canadian physician working in India. Many of original supporters
were Rotary members.

e Over 62 years, more than 474 Rotary Clubs contributing to Operation Eyesight
eye health care projects in South Asia and Africa.

e Since the early 80s (as far back as the organizational digital records go), these
clubs have collectively contributed $3.88M, and that figure does not include
Rotary grants that went directly to Operation Eyesight partners.

e Since 2020, 23 clubs have provided over 3,100 gifts, totalling $748,565

Rotary Clubs have supported key areas of Operation Eyesight’s work, including funding
eye surgeries, building vision centres, providing mobile eye units, ensuring access to
clean water, and community outreach and the integration of eye health care in primary
health care.

We are extremely grateful to the support from Rotary, in the past, in our current projects
and in the future.

Canadian Rotary Club members are making a global impact

Rotary Clubs across Canada have been long-term champions of eye health:

operationeyesight.com/rotary2025/
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« Rotary Club of Simcoe (Ontario): Over 30 years of partnership, including
support for the Vision on Wheels mobile centre in Nepal.

« Rotary Club of Grimsby (Ontario): Numerous gifts for sight-restoring
surgeries.

e Rotary Club of North Scarborough (Ontario): Regular purchases of Operation
Eyesight Gift of Sight certificates to fund cataract surgeries in Africa and India.

Milestones of collaboration

« International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness-Rotary International
Partnership (2017): Formal agreement to integrate eye care into broader health
systems, emphasizing sustainable, community-driven change.

« Rotary Eye Hospitals: Approximately two dozen Rotary-supported eye hospitals
across India

In 2024, Operation Eyesight:
e Worked in 10 countries in Arica and South Asia (Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya,
Liberia, Malawi, Zambia; and Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka)
e Screened 2.36 million people for eye conditions — this included premature infants
¢ With Rotary support, expanded a program that prevents blindness in premature
babies from an eye disease called Retinopathy of Prematurity (ROP) in
Moradabad, India to include five additional districts. This was supported by
Rotary International, the Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park, the Rotary
Club of Norfolk Sunrise (Ontario), the Rotary Club of Moradabad East, India and
others.
o From July 2024 to March 2025, 685 premature babies were screened;
127 were identified with ROP, 54 were treated with laser, 35 were treated
with intravitreal injections, and 264 NICU staff and other government
frontline workers received special training

Support for eye health is support for education, employment, independence and
economic growth

Globally, 1.1 billion people in the world live with vision loss and it costs us all: The
International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness’ Vision Atlas shows:

e 90 per cent of vision loss is avoidable

e 90 per cent of people with vision loss live in low- and middle-income countries

e 450 million children need treatment for eye conditions; 90 million live with
uncorrected vision

e 55 per cent of people with vision loss are women and girls

operationeyesight.com/rotary2025/
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The life-long consequences of vision loss can be devastating. It leads to:

e 30 per cent reduction in employment
e children in low- and middle-income countries attending school 2-5 times less
e students with poor vision learning half as much as peers with clear vision

Vision loss costs the global economy an estimated $411 billion USD per year

Vision loss is the most prevalent disability in the world — all most people need is
an eye exam and a pair of eyeglasses ($20 in most countries in Africa and South
Asia) or a 15-minute cataract surgery ($75 for the surgery and costs like travel).

About Operation Eyesight

Operation Eyesight Universal is an international development organization working to
eliminate avoidable vision loss and bring quality eye health care to communities where it's
needed most.

Founded in Calgary, Canada in 1963, over the past six decades we have grown to become a
global community that spans four continents and includes health workers and
volunteers, physicians and ophthalmic personnel, donors, partners, staff and board members.

Based in Calgary, we have local teams on the ground in Africa and South Asia in 10 countries:
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Zambia.

Whether it's a simple pair of eyeglasses or a more complex eye surgery, we believe everyone
should have access to affordable, quality eye health care services. Together, our mission is to
prevent blindness and restore sight — For All The World To See.

Media Contact: Amy Dunn Moscoso, Media Officer

Time Zone: North America MST

Phone: 1 587-327-5682;

Toll Free Phone: 1-800-585-8265

Email: media@operationeyesight.com

On-site: Operation Eyesight Universal is at both #355 in the House of Friendship

operationeyesight.com/rotary2025/
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