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Do you love planning events? Are you looking for an excuse to get 
together with family or friends? Do you want to donate to Operation 
Eyesight in a fun and unique way?

Well, now’s your chance! Our new Fundraising Toolkit will provide  
you with everything you need to plan a successful event to raise  
much-needed funds for Operation Eyesight. 

In this toolkit, you will find event and activity ideas, customizable 
invitations, brochures, presentations, thank you letters and more.  
You can even design a personal fundraising page online, making it easy 
for your family and friends to donate to the cause. 

Visit operationeyesight.com/events or call us toll-free at  
1-800-585-8265 for more information.Pe
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You can leave a legacy  
      for all the world to see!
We all want to leave a legacy. We often wonder, 
after I am gone, what will my life have meant? 
How will I be remembered? Will I continue to 
impact the lives of others, even after I am no  
longer here? 

There is one thing that we at Operation Eyesight 
know for certain; we know that supporters like you 
care deeply about our work. We would not be here 
if not for over 50 years of benevolence on behalf of 
our compassionate donors. 

We know that supporters like you are committed to 
eliminating avoidable blindness; you look forward 
to the day when all the world can see. You have 
already transformed lives and made an incredible 
impact in the communities where Operation 
Eyesight works. 

But have you ever considered allocating a gift 
to Operation Eyesight in your will, so you can 
continue to make a difference in the world 
beyond your lifetime? 

   Continued on page 4 t

With your support, we can help even 
more people receive the precious gift 

of sight in decades to come.
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Change someone’s life – 
          with your next event!
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Grateful for 40 years of 
Canadian support 
We are grateful 
for our long-
term financial 
support from 
the Government 
of Canada, 
provided 
through the 
Department of 
Foreign Affairs, 
Trade and 
Development 
(DFATD, formerly 
known as CIDA).

For 40 years, 
this funding has 
been integral 
to Operation 
Eyesight’s 
successful 
international 
development 
programs 
and projects. 
Through this 
funding, the 
Canadian people 
have had a direct impact in the communities where we 
work. Together, we have invested in sustainable treatment, 
prevention and community development activities to  
address specific eye health problems as well as the root 
causes of blindness. 

“Millions of people living in developing countries have had 
their sight restored or were prevented from going blind in the 
first place,” says Operation Eyesight’s executive director Brian 
Foster. “Children can see to play and go to school. Fathers 
can see to work and provide for their families. Women can 
see to take care of their children and household. And as a 
result, communities thrive as a whole. All of this is possible 
because of the generosity of the Canadian people!

“We are proud of the strong relationship we have with 
DFATD and look forward to changing more lives together in 
the future. Thank you for your continuous support!”

A brief meeting begins a 
lifetime of giving
Jean Marsh, a faculty member, didn’t meet Dr. Ben and 
Evlyn Gullison when they received honourary degrees from 
the University of Acadia in Wolfville, NS. It wasn’t until later, 
when she read an article about the work the Gullisons had 
done and how Dr. Ben had inspired the founder of Operation 
Eyesight, that she decided to become a supporter. 

Now 87, retired and a diligent reader, Jean enjoys SightLines 
and she appreciates Operation Eyesight’s focus on 
sustainability. “I think of the number of hospitals that have 
started on their own, and I like that Operation Eyesight helps 
them become independent,” she says. She appreciates that 
we are “not just about eyes, but nutrition and community 
development, too.”

Twelve years ago, Jean was diagnosed with macular 
degeneration, though thankfully it hasn’t impacted her 
vision. Also diagnosed with asthma, she was faced with a 
treatment that could have impacted her eyesight.  
“In a choice between breathing and seeing,” she told her 
pulmonary specialist, “I choose seeing.” Luckily, a different 
treatment was found. 

“Sight is number one,” she told us, and we agree! Jean 
understands how important vision is, and we’re so glad to 
have her as a longtime donor. 

Thanks for your generosity, Jean! We hope you know that 
you’ve helped save the sight of many others.

Millions of lives have been changed,  
thanks to your support! 
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Your support helps people  
see hope for their future

The Gullisons
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Designate a gift to Operation Eyesight in your will…  
it’s your opportunity to leave a lasting legacy of  
sight and hope for people in Africa and India.

Contact us at 1-800-585-8265 or  
info@operationeyesight.com to learn more.

…what a lasting gift can do

       

Saying goodbye to a dedicated ambassador
We were saddened to 
learn of the recent passing 
of Patricia Gee at age 94. 
A lifelong supporter of 
Operation Eyesight, Pat was 
inspired when she met our 
founder, Art Jenkyns, when 
he spoke at Oak Bay United 
Church in Victoria. She was 
moved by Art’s slideshow 
that showed the look on a 
child’s face when that child 
was able to see for the  
first time.

“She believed that you 
could make a difference 
with a small donation,” 
recalls Pat’s daughter, 
Maureen Hill. Over the 
years, Pat was active giving 
presentations for schools. 
She fundraised in many 
creative ways, selling canna 
lilies from her garden and 
organizing garage sales 
and church sales of her 
needlework. Her husband 
Jim contributed woodwork 
projects and was also an 
active volunteer. 

After a long career as a 
dance instructor, Pat became 
a dedicated ambassador for 
Operation Eyesight. She liked 
that Operation Eyesight was 
a Canadian charity, and that it 
was making such a difference 
in the lives of so many children 
and their families. 

“She always had a singular 
strength of conviction,” says 
Maureen, recalling Pat making 
cross-stitched keepsakes for her 
grandchildren that read,  
“Think of others first.” Inspired 
by her mother’s example, 
Maureen now donates to  
Operation Eyesight.

We are so glad to have amazing 
donors like Pat and Maureen. 
We’re thrilled when donors pass 
down their values to their children 
and grandchildren. Thank you!

For more on Pat’s story, visit  
blog.operationeyesight.com. 

Patricia Gee

ThanksThank you to 

 » Active Accounting 
 » CIBC 
 » Collis Insurance 
 » Davis LLP 
 » DATA Group 
 » Greg McKernan  

Graphic Design 

 » Mark Staffing 
 » MNP LLP
 » Renfrew Insurance
 » SerVantage
 » Sure Systems

Thanks for making our AGM possible! 
More than 60 donors, board members, staff and friends of 
Operation Eyesight gathered at the Devonian Gardens in 
Calgary on June 25 for our Annual General Meeting. It was 
a terrific evening filled with insightful stories and updates, 
celebration, laughter and good company. Such a great night 
couldn’t have happened without our sponsors who made the 
event possible. 
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You can leave a legacy  
      for all the world to see!
(Continued from page 1)

In addition to regular cash donations, many 
of our supporters have made other types of 
gifts to support Operation Eyesight’s work. 
Often called legacy gifts or planned gifts, 
these include ones made for the future 
such as gifts by will, gifts of life insurance, 
RRSPs or RRIFs, gifts of security, estate gifts 
and charitable trusts. 

The most common of these are gifts by will, 
or charitable bequests. Last year, Operation 
Eyesight was fortunate enough to receive 
over $500,000 in bequests. These gifts were 
given by people who shared such a deep 
commitment to our vision of a world where 
all may enjoy the gift of sight, that they 
extended their lifetime of support in order to 
help future generations. 

Like them, you can continue to transform 
lives even after you are gone. You can 
leave a lasting legacy of sight and hope. 
By designating a legacy gift in your will to 
Operation Eyesight, you can continue to 

support us as we battle 
unnecessary blindness and 
work toward that day when 
all the world can see! 

Gift and estate planning 
not only exemplifies your 
values and beliefs, but it 
also secures peace of mind 
that your loved ones and 
the organizations you 
support will be taken care 
of after you are gone. 
And by including a gift to 
Operation Eyesight in your 
will, you may also eliminate 
significant taxes paid by 
your estate. 

“I’ve got big shoes to fill. 
This is my chance to do 
something. I have to seize 
the moment.”  
- Andrew Jackson

   Contact us today to receive your free  
          Legacy Gift Information Package. 

You can call us toll-free at 1-800-585-8265 or email us at  
info@operationeyesight.com.

Our Philanthropy Team is happy to work with you and your 
family confidentially to ensure all of your goals are met.  

We are available to answer your questions, discuss different 
gift options or introduce you to knowledgeable advisors 
who can help you make the necessary arrangements. 

We hope you know just how much we treasure the 
sight-saving   contributions you have already made.  
                         And, with your generous  
                            forethought, we hope to achieve  
                                  great things together in  
                                      the future – for all the  

                                          world to see! 

It’s 
important 
to note…

You don’t have to be wealthy to leave 
a legacy gift; you just have to have a 
big heart – and you’ve already shown 

us that you do. Legacy gifts are  
easy to arrange and all gifts  

make a difference, no matter 
their size. 
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Remembering a 
remarkable lady 
We’re grateful to have received a legacy gift from 
Dorothy Hope Cummings, a loyal donor who cared deeply 
about our work.

Dorothy, who passed away at age 98, grew up in 
Winnipeg, moved to New York and then on to Rome, 
where she spent 20 years working with the United 
Nations. She travelled extensively, spoke several  
languages and loved classical music, art, bridge and 
golf. She also loved to walk, even in her later years when 
she became blind. 

Dorothy retired to West End Vancouver, where she would 
often stroll along the sea wall with her white cane.  
Her wish is for people to honour her memory by smiling 
at others as they walk the sea wall. 

Dorothy’s legacy of caring said a lot about her.  

What does your will say about you? 
Dorothy Cummings,  1914 - 2012

How can you leave a legacy?
There are many ways to leave a lasting legacy. Deciding which gift option is right for 
you is just as important as your decision to leave one. The option you choose depends 
on your unique circumstances and financial goals. Please speak with your  
financial planner or lawyer to make the necessary arrangements. 

 » Charitable bequest
 » Cash or securities
 » Life insurance
 » RRSPs or RRIFs
 » Annuities
 » Charitable remainder of trusts
 » Residual interest
 » A gift in memory of a loved one
 » Real estate
 » A gift in honour of someone

Contact us toll-free at 1-800-585-8265  
to discuss different options.  
And thank you!

)
The true 

meaning of life 
is to plant trees, 

under whose shade 
you do not expect 

to sit. 
- Nelson Henderson
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New partnership model increases donor impact
Operation Eyesight has 40 
Non-Financial Technical 
Partnerships (NFTPs) in India, 
a model that was recently 
endorsed by Vision 2020 
India. Santosh Moses, our 
Country Manager for India, 
recently answered some 
commonly-asked questions 
about the potential of this 
new form of partnership, 
which was created by 
Operation Eyesight’s  
India staff.

Q: Can you explain 
how International Non-
Government Organizations 
(INGOs) traditionally  
support hospitals?

A: INGOs (including 
Operation Eyesight) have long 
played the role of donors 
and funded local hospitals 
to implement programs or 
project activities. 

Q: How do NFTPs differ from this approach?

A: In an NFTP, Operation Eyesight and the partner hospital 
jointly agree on the objectives, outcomes and reporting 
requirements of a program. Operation Eyesight does not 
provide financial assistance; instead, the partner invests its 
own resources to implement the project. We provide full-

fledged technical support 
– from conceptualization to 
recruitment to capacity building 
to execution to evaluation. 

Q: Can you explain why 
Operation Eyesight conceived 
and promoted this model?

A: Our expertise in 
community-based eye health 
care and in the improvement 
of hospital quality is in huge 
demand. This new model of 
partnership enables us to reach 
out and give the gift of sight 
to hundreds of thousands of 
marginalized people.

Q: Why is Vision 2020 India’s 
endorsement important?

A: Thanks to the 
endorsement by Vision 2020 
India, the model can spread to 
hospitals who are not in direct 
financial partnership with us. 
These partner hospitals are now 

more able to engage communities, increase economic activity 
and enhance the sustainability of services. 

Wow! We hope donors know they are making a huge 
impact in India’s health care. A great big “thank you!”  
for making this possible!

Seeing is Believing enters new phases
Operation Eyesight is very proud to be a part of Standard 
Chartered Bank’s Seeing is Believing (SiB) program, which 
shares our goal of eliminating avoidable blindness. Through our 
longstanding partnership with this British bank, our donors are 
helping develop sustainable, quality eye care in places like Kenya 
and Ghana.

Launched in September 2013, Ghana’s Phase V SiB project is 
progressing steadily. Assertive screening is one of the main goals 
of SiB, with the intent of bringing eye health service delivery 
to the doorsteps of the needy and those in rural areas. The 
project has also provided operating microscopes, slit lamps, 
ophthalmoscopes and other eye health equipment for district 
hospitals lacking these important ophthalmic devices. 

Another cornerstone of SiB is capacity building for key staff, 
including development of training materials, which have been 
developed to assist primary eye care workers in delivering the 
best possible diagnosis for referrals.

The next goal in Ghana is the integration of primary eye care 
into primary health care, which will take place in 35 districts 
across the country. 

There is also a SiB Stage V project in Kenya which began this 
year in the Rift Valley Province. By the end of the project, we’ll 
have improved facilities, trained eye care professionals, and 
created a model for sustainable care through the development 
of eye clinics, which act as points of outreach for secondary 
centres at key district hospitals and Moi Teaching and Referral 
Hospital in Eldoret.

Operation Eyesight is also involved in SiB’s Child Eye Health 
Program, an effort to bring together 15 different organizations 
across Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda to help protect and save 
the eyesight of children. In Kenya, we have begun screening as 
part of an effort to reach four million children across the three 
countries. We have also been asked to steer the program’s 
health education and promotional material task force, a 
recognition of the expertise we bring.

We know our donors are proud of our partnership with 
SiB, and so are we! Together, we’ll end the scourge of  
avoidable blindness.

A community health worker screens a patient at a  
door to door survey in Karnataka, India.



t operationeyesight.com

7

Operation Eyesight is an international development organization dedicated to 
eliminating avoidable blindness in the developing world. For 50 years, our efforts 
have brought sight to more than two million people and delivered treatment to 
over 33 million others for a variety of potentially blinding conditions. We work 
in partnership with medical professionals and community development teams in 
Ghana, India, Kenya and Zambia to offer high-quality, comprehensive eye care 
services with long-lasting results.

SightLines is published three times a year by Operation Eyesight.
Editor: Lynne Dulaney, admin@operationeyesight.com

Operation Eyesight
Suite 200, 4 Parkdale Crescent NW
Calgary, AB Canada T2N 3T8
Tel: 403-283-6323     Fax: 403-270-1899     Toll-free: 1-800-585-8265
admin@operationeyesight.com

Operation Eyesight Canada is a registered charitable organization.
     Canadian registration #11906 8955 RR0001
Operation Eyesight USA is a registered charitable organization.
     United States registration #20-2682468

Make your gift:

By telephone:  Toll-free in Canada and the USA: 1-800-585-8265

By mail: Canada: 
 Operation Eyesight Canada, Suite 200, 4 Parkdale Crescent NW, 
 Calgary, AB T2N 3T8

 United States: 
 Operation Eyesight USA, 14900 Interurban Ave. S. Suite 271 PMB 35, 
 Seattle, WA 98168-4654
 
Fax or scan and email this form:  Fax: 403-270-1899  
  Email: admin@operationeyesight.com

Payment options:
I have enclosed my cheque payable to Operation Eyesight 
(or a blank cheque marked VOID to pre-authorize a Monthly Gift) 
Charge my:   q Visa   q MasterCard   q American Express

Name on card: ________________________________________

Card number: _________________________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________

Expiry date: ______/______     Security Code: ______________ 

This donation is made on behalf of:  q an individual   q a business

My details:

Title: ________________________________________________  

First name: ___________________________________________

Last name: ___________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City/Town:____________________________________________

Province/State: ________________________________________   

Postal/Zip code: _______________________________________

Telephone: ( ______ )___________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________

Tax receipts will be issued for donations of $20 or more unless otherwise requested.
We do not sell, trade or otherwise share our mailing lists. The information you provide will be used to keep you informed and up to date on the activities of 
Operation Eyesight, including our programs, special events, funding needs, and more. If you have questions about our organization or wish to be removed from 
any of these contacts, phone us at 1-800-585-8265 or email admin@operationeyesight.com.

I understand that my monthly donation will be automatically withdrawn from my bank account or charged to my credit card. I can change or cancel my monthly 
contribution at any time. To obtain a sample cancellation form, or for more information about my right to cancel a PAD Agreement, I may contact my financial 
institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca. 

I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. For example, I have the right to receive reimbursement for any debit that is not 
authorized or is not consistent with this PAD Agreement. To obtain more information on my recourse rights, I may contact my financial institution or visit 
www.cdnpay.ca.

Yes! I will support Operation Eyesight’s sight saving 
projects by making a regular monthly gift of:

q $50  q $30  q $20  q $10  q Other $ ___________
                               ($5 minimum)

Signature: _________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________________ 

I prefer to make a one-time gift of:

q $100   q $75   q $50   q $20   q Other $ _______

 Send your gift today.
 You can help someone see a brighter tomorrow.

2014-nl3sept

More great ways you can help:

Have you included Operation Eyesight Universal  
in your will?  q Yes

Would you like information on this and other  
planned giving opportunities?  q Yes

Donate online!
It’s secure, easy and puts your 
gift to work immediately.

Go to 
operationeyesight.com
and follow the links.

Please note that if more 
funds are received for 
a particular program, 
project or item than 
required, Operation 

Eyesight will re-allocate 
the funds to areas of 

highest priority.
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Join the 
Conversation

 

A child can see, thanks to you! 
When you can’t see clearly, learning to read becomes a challenge beyond a child’s ability.  
And when your family is so desperately poor you can’t afford food, purchasing eyeglasses  
becomes an impossibility. 

That’s where kind-hearted people like you make such a difference! As a loyal Operation Eyesight 
supporter, you share our ongoing concern about children like Paul Omari who 
have vision deficiencies. 

Paul is a seven year-old boy 
who lives with his father in rural 
Kenya. Paul never could see well, 
so his father never sent him to 
school. One day, life changed! 
Teacher Ben Simiyu saw Paul 
walking slowly along a road 
and recognized that the boy 
had a problem seeing clearly. 
He encouraged Paul to attend 
school, but the child became 
frustrated when he was unable 
to read the board and had to 
hold a book right up to his eyes.

After talking to Paul’s father, 
Ben took the boy to Operation 
Eyesight partner Kitale District 
Hospital, 40 km away. Paul 
was examined and received 
eyeglasses at no cost, thanks to 
our donors! Today he attends 
school regularly and can clearly 
read the board. Paul and his 
teacher Ben are grateful to our 
generous donors who helped  
him receive eyeglasses.  
Thank you!

To learn more, you can call us toll-free  
at 1-800-585-8265 or email us at  
info@operationeyesight.com.

Paul and his 
teacher, Ben Simiyu

Paul’s eyesight is assessed 
at the Operation Eyesight 
partner hospital at Kitale.

Paul can now read!  
He has a bright future ahead, 

thanks to donors like you.

“

“

Every $20 you 
donate can  

purchase new,  
custom-fitted prescription 

eyeglasses for three 
people like Paul.

Thank you!
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